Arteries of Head and Neck
Right Side:



· Aorta

· Brachiocephalic

· Common carotid…
· Subclavian…
Left Side:
· Aorta

· Common Carotid
· Internal Carotid (at terminus, contributes to Circle of Willis)
1. Caroticotympanic branch [Internal carotid- External carotid anastomoses] (connects w/ anterior tympanic):
2. Ophthalmic

· Central artery of retina (most important)

· Lacrimal

· Supratrochlear [Internal carotid- External carotid anastomoses]
· Supraorbital [Internal carotid- External carotid anastomoses]
· Posterior ethmoid

· Anterior ethmoid

· Long posterior ciliary

· Short posterior ciliary

· Medial palpebral

· Muscular branches

· Dorsal nasal

3. Middle cerebral
4. Posterior communicating [Carotid-Vertebral anastomoses]
5. Anterior cerebral (contributes to Circle of Willis)
6. Anterior communicating [Right-Left anastomoses] (contributes to Circle of Willis)
· External Carotid

1. Superior thyroid
2. Ascending pharyngeal
3. Lingual
· Suprahyoid

· Dorsal lingual

· Sublingual

· Deep lingual (terminus)

4. Facial 
· Angular [Internal carotid- External carotid anastomoses]
· Ascending palatine branch

5. Occipital [Subclavian-Carotid anastomes] (w/ Deep cervical from costocervical/subclavian)
· Sternocleidomastoid branch
· Descending branch

6. Posterior auricular

7. Maxillary (3 parts)
· Mandibular 

1. Deep auricular

2. Anterior tympanic [Internal carotid- External carotid anastomoses] (w/ Caroticotympanic branch)

3. Middle meningeal

4. Accessory meningeal

5. Inferior alveolar

· Pterygoid

· Pterygopalatine

1. Posterior-superior alveolar 

2. Infraorbital

3. Descending palatine

4. Artery of pterygoid canal

5. Pharyngeal 
· External Carotid (cont.)

· Pterygopalatine (cont.)

6. Sphenopalatine

8. Superficial temporal

· Supratrochlear [Internal carotid- External carotid anastomoses]
· Supraorbital [Internal carotid- External carotid anastomoses]

· Transverse facial (passes across masseter)
· Zygomatico-orbital
· Middle temporal
· Anterior auricular
· Frontal
· Parietal

· Subclavian

1. Internal thoracic
· Superior epigastric
· Musculophrenic

2. Vertebral

· Spinal segmental medullary branches

· Anterior spinal
· Posterior-inferior cerebellar 

· Posterior spinal

· Basilar [Right-Left anastomoses of vertebral as.]
1. Superior cerebellar
2. Anterior-inferior cerebellar

3. Posterior cerebral (Basilar ends here), (contributes to Circle of Willis)
· Posterior communicating [Carotid-Vertebral anastomoses], (contributes to Circle of Willis)
· Subclavian (cont.)

3. Thyrocervical trunk

· Suprascapular

· Transverse cervical

· Inferior thyroid

· Ascending cervical

4. Costocervical trunk

· Supreme intercostal

· Deep cervical [Subclavian-Carotid anastomes] (w/ Occipital from external carotid)
